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15 And.from there to the well — of which-HAsHEM:said to Moses, Assemble the people and

] shall give, them water.’ ”

17 Then Israel-s sang this s sona Comeo up, o} well‘ announce itl-" |

18 3, ‘
Well that'the princes dug, :hat the nqbles of the people excavated, through a lawgzuer wtth

their staff, A gtft from the Wiliemness —

19 the gift went to the valley and from the valley to the helghts

= ' S :
and from the hezghts to'tr:2 .)alley in: the field of Moab at the top of the, peak oaerlookmg

the swface of the wilderness.”

3
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*The Talmud’s explanation continues in Eruvin 54a from v. 13: mpmn 1272m,

la gift from the wilderness — if a man makes himself into a kird of w1ldemess

tbat everyone can tread upon, then the Torah is a gift for him. 2% mppm,

t_he > gift went with them to the valley (v.19) — once it is given to nim, he becomes
% 5x75m3, an heir of Hashem. nina S0y, and from the valley to the heights

'z lley smzll be lifted up (Isaiah 40 4).

Frain there he ascends to a higher plane. X1 nisam, and from the heights

o the mlley (v. 20) — [but should he become ptoud, then Hachem will bring™

i — If he repents, Hashem will raise him up, as the prop! set says: every

'xecmte the path to knowledge of the Torah. Whoever is readliq_gggep_t_thg_
- becomes empowered and be ’ns his assault on the highe’st‘riiou‘ntains. But

ven if he does,
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Following his interpretation that 3

for the Torah; OrHaChazm commenii:f}s.‘:hwater y ; ;2:;?:: o;
places that go ever higher alludes io tH i al-gro\mh" gf
one who devotes himself to the Torah:‘He ¢ninties to no
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Expounding the pasuk: 9oKa nim? *5 DK [T1nT DY, This is
the teaching regarding a man who would die in a tent (19:14),
Reish Lakish taught “The Torah can only be preserved by a

N 3
. person who is willing to kill himself for it” (Shabbos 83b). IR PYUON PI ORI LApIR YRR 2NN T PYW L,aw wInm .0NR TRbR xaw

In other words, a person has to exercise self-sacrifice in »pPII13 730 X7 191 "Nwn V7 RO¥HN77 PR DR ROR TSN AWYD DR 3723'7
order to truly grow in Torah scholarship. . nrab M3 oI DIWST DR 0 PR “ox AR Y% obon R 973 10 ooanm
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A Torah institution of any sort, whether a yeshivah or Bais pra % o 1 _prgmn b By Tb DR ,AMDA M AT PIET On 78
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“ 73y I DRIPR 03 % DI DUIPR 1’13 oxy ,nb% 'mz Howim
Yaakov, can oniy succeed if someone involved is ready to “kill - -

himself for it” — i.e., to negate his ego entirely. A builder of j5pnb »35 ;nyImen Pmsm mm> Py PEbn MWYe Y Pan Nk 9D
- Torah cannot be busy with who will get the credit for the sUC- p,yy; qupyenn 1xY r2ommb 990 A2 299% MM Pws Pr ,AINY (1P

[ cess of the insitution, said Reb Nachum. Only a person v o %93 om_nrny OIXT DR PWOD WX 130 7T ;%% nam Sy b sy 1oma
'is not in it for his-own glory Ql‘ power can truly build Torah.
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freedom be if he merely obeyed and watched the. world
perfect itself without his own massive and heroic effort?
Surely Hashem must mean something else in His ccmmand

— perhaps He means only that eating will be so dangerous .

that He does not require me to do it; perhaps His command
18 in fact only a warning; let me show Him that I am ready
for that danger, I am ready to take on all of life, and death
too, to show who I am in reality.

The positive_side: readiness to serve, readiness.to
sacrifice, readiness to enter danger, even to die — after all,

Hashem had told him that he would die if he ate. And the

justification: what is my free will for if not to be used,
asserted?

But the negative side: I must be mdependent' I must
act; | must be the builder of my own life; I must not sacrifice
my independent sense of self i jna melting into something
greater than myself. I will do Lmzthmg to remain myself; I
shall not yield my will. Sk

And here is the paradox Whlle man asserts his
independence, he is nothing, merely a small bundle of

protoplasm asserting the scope of hit smallness. But when |

he annuls his independence, pegates his ego, he melis into
“Mthe reality of a greater Existence and thereby achieves real

existence. And not merely existence as an unidentifiable part
of a greater whole: no, existence as a great human being.
Moshe was perhaps the greatest human who ever lived, and
*ﬂ}& Torah clearly indicates the reason: he was the humblest
who cver lived. He was able to completely annul his
independence and become totally attached to the Creator;
-and _the result was not that he disappeared, but that he
became the most famous individual who ever lived -

_dO

misdirected — destroying the negative aspects of the ego, the

vested interests, does not mean destroying the will. One

who has conquered the ego should not be an unmotivated

robot — quite the contrary; one should be burning with =

motivation. The dedication of the faculty of bechira, free will,
to the Creator does not mean sacrificing will; the mistake
which can be made here is to destroy all motivation and
become an empty, emotionless vacuum of a personality.
That is not what is required. The spiritual path here is to

sharpen the will, to hone to a razor’s edge the drive of the

In the work of sacrificing the ego, it is easy m

will, to fan the flames of raw motivation and desire.into a

—

blaze — and fully active and flamingly alive, to give them (o
Hashem.

A true servant is not an empty shell of a human from
whom all content has been drained, a mechanical and bland
being who lacks all'will and interest. Exactly the opposité: a
true and yaluable servant is one who burns with motivation,
whose will is powerful and unshakable, but whose will is
poised constantly to carry out the wishes of the master, not

* »the personal vested interests of the servant. He has made his
master’s will his will, he acts as passionately for his master as

he possibly could for himself because there is no difference )

between his master’s desires and his own.
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- g\You should say to Him, 'm limited. I'only have a limited -

o 161

Greatery

Gard,
- { ﬁ‘ G\'lﬂg- %h’ The Gift of Light

Achar kach, he says, if you've reached this rung of the lad-
der, “yishtadel I’ hosif al mab sheyesh biycholto” If you are serious,

* if you want to grow out of your, pettifiess and your smallness,
if you want to become a big person, this is how you do it. You

reach: one level, you Y work %t it, you integrate it into your being

until it becomes part of you, until it becomes second nature.
& A .

Then it time to move ahead to the next step. You don't stop

and sit back on your laurels congratﬁlating yourself on what
you've accomplished. No, you don’t do that. You move ahead.
You immediately go to work on the next step, the next rung on

the ladder of your personal advancement.

But Jews are realists, and they are likely to raise objec-*
tions. It’s too much. I can’t do'this. 'm a practical person, not

a dreamer. I know I'm not goig g become a saint. I know Im

a 1ot going to set the world on fire. I don’t want to delude myself

I've done enough; what’s the point of going on?

..; So the Chovos Halevavos says, “Vehsof od &’libo.” You should -
desire a little more in your heart. Even if you say you can’t do

it, at least try to do something more. You have a heart and you
“ + have emotions, so just let the feelings come over you and find

~ it in yourself to desire to bejust a trifle better. That’s all we're

asking of you. Just want it, desire it. Without desire and aspira-
tions, we are no more than clumps of earth. So regardless of
what will actually happen, at least have the desire to reach for

the next little rung
And what happens now?

. 'The next few lines of the Chovos Halevavos are so astonish-
ing that they will turn your mind upside down. Listen to what

he is saying.
You've a

1z

You're ready for the next step. It’s in your heart. You've found -

chieved something. You've moved a few microme-
ters up the ladder, and now you're sitting back and taking stock.

amount"of strength and a limited amount of understanding,
The world is a dark place full of inscrutable mysteries. Imdmgg"tn‘%
know how to navigate through it. I don’t know how to relate to
myself. I don’t know how to relate to my family, to my friends,
to other people in general. I don’t know how to communicate.
The world is’screaming, but I don’t understand what it is say- |
ing. We talk and blather all day, but we're not really talking to
each other. Our words come out of our mouths stillborn. It’s a
terrible tragedy that we don’t know how to open our hearts to
each other. But what should I do? I'm limited" I need Your help.
I need You to give me strength.

So what happens when you plead with the Almighty in this

]

= way? The Chovos Halevavos, this hallowed seferwhose pages Jews
have been kissing for almost a thousand years, tells us what hap-

- pens. “Yamizi lo haBorei bakashosav vyifiach lo shiarei yedi'asn

. The Almighty will grant you your request. He will open up
the gates of wisdom and knowledge for you. “Vyechazet sichlo
fo’e‘z"@g(gg{”{a’amg@fﬁ’mitgft_z_gsav.” The Almightywill ‘ét'rern'gthen
your intdllect and your physical body so that you will have the
wisdom and the strength and the stamina to rise to the next level
that you desire. Asher I'ma'alah miycholto” Even if it is beyond
your capabilities at this moment, it will not always be béyond
your capabilities. “Madreigah achar madreigah.” He will help you
rise from one level to the next. He will enable you to climb the
ladder rung by-rung with no end or limitation in sight.

What form will that help take?

/\) “Ki hatalmid vimtza b’ libo keshebu mishtadel bachachmah,” says
the Chovos Halevavos, “for when the one who wants to learn
reaches out for wisdom he will discover in his heart, ko'ach elyoni
ruchni, an exalted spiritual powet, ein b’ko'ach adam I’ho’ilo bo, a
power that a person cannot achieve on his own without Divine

* v assistance.” :

L},g 'This is a power of wisdom and insight that is within the
reach of every single person. All he or she has to do is ask the
Almighty for it. We have to daven for it. That’s what it takes.
They can measure your intelligence from today till tomorrow.
That’s not what it depends on. It depends on your tefillah.

in yourself the maturity and the earnestness to reach a little
higher, to become a trifle better. You want to come closer to the
Almighty. You want to emulate His characteristics and draw
nearer to Him. You're thinking to yourself, I'm ready. So what
do I do now?

~4S0 the Chovos Halevavos ‘says,_‘v‘mV“’ngk_'é_ b'machshavto,” you

should think about it, “vYyishal mebaKel 'ezro ul'amtzo al yoser

mimabh sheyesh biycholto min hay diah umin hamaaseh,” and you

shéixld ask the Almighty to help you and give you the strength

to accomplish something that is beyond your capabilities. ‘The
Chovos Halevavos is teaching us how to daven,  *°

What happens when you daven? Just because.you roll out

of bed and say the words of the siddur, does that mean you are

.. really davening? Your davening has to have a nes/mmkzby. Ithas to

+ have a heart. It needs sinews and veins and fesh and bones. It

has to havea pulse. It has to have life. So the Chovos Halevavos

J'i's telling us that if you are serious and you want to grow and you
want to be a bigger person, you should daven to the Almighty
and ask Him for help. .

A%M__ Q 49 g&ﬂ\&“kl‘n

Since the goal of 1éarning Torah is ultimately to affect the person
Iearﬁing it, one’s approach to Torah will be decisive in determining just
how much he is affected. One of the concluding verses de: :ribing the

' giving of the Torah states:

\And the vision of Hashem'’s glory was like a consuming | re at
the top of the mountain.”

What are we to learn from this description? Hashem’s gic v is not a
physical en:ity to be perceived visually; why then does the ve: s2 liken it
to a consuming fire? T -
‘sffhe Haksav V'Hakabala® explains: We may be iniclined to undeystand that
when the Israelites were assembled around Mount Sinai to receive: the Torah,
they all received Torah to the same uhifgrm degree. However. upon further
reflection, this is neither likely nor reasonable. The Jewish people had seven
weeks to prepare themselves to receive the Torah, with the exjerience at
Mount Sinai being the product of that preparation. In the same w1y that not
every single person prepared to exactly the same degree, so too. not every
person experienced the giving of the Torah in the same way. Thos who pre=
_pared themselves more received more, and those who prepared le s received

\ less. It is fascinating to consider that there may have been two peoy leliterally {
standing side by side at Mount Sinai, seeing and hearing the same -hing, but/
L1~fﬁeceiv1'.ng Torah to a significantly different degree. '
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Th’ese difficulties may be reconciled based on Chazal’s comment (szdushm 32b;
Avoﬁ?zh Zarah 19a) on the pasuk (Tehillim 1:2), “But instead his desire is directed toward
Hashems Torah, and he spends his days and mghts speaking words of his Torah™
The Torah is considered to be the possession of the person who speaks its words, as
the pasuktates, “...he speaks words of his Torah” What does this mean? What is it

. that changes the Torah from being Hashem’s possession to being the possession of
‘ person who studies it? Moreover, why does the pasuk mention “day and night”
regarding his Torah but not regarding Hashe u's Torah?

We can explain the words of Chazal by underscoring that many people have the

_ desire to study Torah and master its wisdom. but they wish to gain that wisdom while'
enjoying wealth and comfits. It is indees possible to gain Torah wisdom in this
manner, but if someone does so, the Torah he studies will remain Hashem’s property. I
will not become part of himself - his Torah.

How can it revert to “Being “his” Torah? It becomes his Torah only if he studies it

ith toil, if he pushes himself to the limits of his endurance, denying himself sleep ané
other physical pleasures. This is as Rambam taught (Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:6), “IE
someone wishes to filfill this mitzvah [of Torah study] correctly and to be coronated:
with the crown of Torah, he must not allow his mind to turn to other subjects. One
must not plan to acquire Torah wisdom while acquiring wealth and honor at the same

e

HQ\’;*“{T‘) i
Fe

This, then, is the meaning of the statentent of Chazal with which we opened our
discussion - “Only if a person ‘kills himself> over Torah study will he make a permanent
acquisition of its wisdom” Although the act of studying Torah while enjoying wealth
and comfort is also considered genuin® Torah study, nevertheless, if someone wishes
to make Torah wisdom a permanent pos.zssion he must minimize his comforts, which
is the meaning of “killing himself” for the sake of Torah study.

C\j Explaining this concept, the Maharal (Dere. 21 Chaim 6:5) comments that the Torah
is a spiritual entityy while man is a physical ent:ty. Their nature is to oppose one another
until one overcomes the other. Therefore, k2 Torah canhot reside within a person
who is steeped in physical pleasures. This is “viat Chazal meant by their statement,
“Only ifa person kills himself” over Torah stusiy will he make a permanent acquisition
of its wisdom.” By subduing his body’s physical nature a person makes his spirit the’
dominant aspect of his existence. s

® Thus, in order to attain the crown of Torah it is necessary to perceive worldly
pleasures as worthless in and of themselves. Their only value is in assisting a person -
in his quest to serve Hashem and to rise spiritually, each person according to his own
fevel.” -

1t is for this reason that our Sages teach us !:at a person must minimize merriment
and internalize the fact that all pleasurcs are bu: emptiness in comparison to the Torah.
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